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The Aaronic Blessing
Numbers 6:24-26

Transliteration
Y’va-re-che-cha Ah-dough-neye v’yish-ma-recha.
Ya-air Ah-dough-neye pa-nahv a-lecha v-hu-necha.
Y’saw Ah-dough-neye pa-nahv a-lecha,
v’y-sem la-cha shalom.
(Messianic addition) B’Shem Yeshua mish-ee-chay-nu.
Note - the ch is pronounced with a guttural sound, like
the ch in the German achtung, or the composer Bach.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you.
May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and grant you peace.
(Messianic addition) In the Name of Jesus our Messiah.
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The Aaronic Blessing, so named because the Lord told
Moses in Numbers 6:22/23 to instruct his brother Aaron
and his sons to pray it. Aaron was Israel’s first high priest,
thus the prayer is often called the Priestly Blessing.
According to scripture, the priesthood in Judaism was
determined by lineage, from the Tribe of Levi. The sons
of priests were trained to be priests. By including Aaron’s
sons in the commandment, the Lord was implying the
use of this prayer for future generations as well. To this
day it is offered
in services at
synagogues all
across the world.
And it is often
used as a closing
benediction.
Typically, the rabbi or the cantor will chant the blessing
with his arms raised and extended toward the
congregation. This is exemplified in Leviticus 9:22,
“Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the people, blessed
them, and came down from offering the sin offering.”
Many times the blessor will separate his fingers in a kind
of v shape to represent the Hebrew letter shin , the
first letter in one of the names of God, Shaddai, meaning
Almighty. This hand configuration was made popular in
the TV series Star Trek by Leonard Nimoy, a Jewish actor
portraying the Vulcan character Mr. Spock.

Listen to the Aaronic Blessing on our website:
jeffreydmiller.com

Hanukkah: the Jewish Christmas??
While both Christmas and Hanukkah are typically
celebrated in December (based on the Hebrew
calendar, Hanukkah can start as early as late
November), they’re really about totally different
spiritual issues. Neither of these observances are based
on biblical commandments - they were established by
man, not God. They do, however, both commemorate
actual historical events. Continued on Page 2

Shin hand sign chiseled onto ancient Capstone.

So get it, the symbol is Jewish, not Vulcan (wait, there
is no real Vulcan anyway).
Back to Numbers 6, where in verse 23 God says, “This
is the way you shall bless the children of Israel.” Clearly
this blessing is for Jewish people. Indeed, in verse 27, He
adds, “So they shall put My name on the children of
Israel, and I will bless them.” More on Page 2

The Blessing Continued . . .
However, we strongly believe this blessing is not only for
the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
but also for all people who have been grafted in (Romans
11:17) to spiritual Israel by faith in Yeshua, the Jewish
Messiah.

On our radio program Messianic Minutes, Messianic Rabbi
Ted Simon and I have ended each episode for the past
twenty-eight years with the first line of this blessing in
Hebrew and English. It’s the best way to conclude our time
of honoring the Lord.

The popular new worship song “The Blessing,” based on
the Aaronic Blessing, does a great job of keeping the
Jewish understanding in focus. The writers of the song,
Cody Carnes, Kari Jobe, Chris Brown and Steven Furtick,
emphasize the continuing nature of God’s desire to bless.

This beautiful blessing ends with shalom, peace; but the
depth of the meaning of shalom is not simply a peaceful
calm, but a wholeness, a state of completeness.

Like many other languages, Hebrew places the verb first,
so the very first Hebrew word of this prayer means bless
you. It carries the suggestion of blessing now and later.
The song “The Blessing” specifically includes lyrics
which amplify that. It also mirrors other Hebrew Scripture
and traditional prayers. Additionally, the song pronounces
amen, ah-men, as it is in Hebrew.

In Isaiah’s famous prophecy about Messiah (9:6), he calls
Him Sar Shalom, Prince of Peace. And so Jesus is our
source of not just temporary calm, but a life of
completeness in ways no earthly substance can provide.
The Aaronic Blessing - it points right to God’s sending His
Son to be our Savior. He is indeed the prayer’s ultimate
fulfillment.

Messianic Minutes

For an excellent rendition of this stirring song, watch the
YouTube version of my son Nathan’s worship team. Find
it on our website, jeffreydmiller.com. To get the full
impact, listen through good speakers.

Daily Radio Program
Find us on your local radio
station or listen online at:
messianicminutes.com

Hanukkah Continued . . .

Hebrew is a picture language, and as such is not as precise
as some others, like Greek. That, however, lends to a
poetic nature. The text of the Aaronic Blessing conjures
up an emotional response, picturing God as a Father
flowing with love.
As part of Hebrew’s poetic impreciseness, some words
have more than one meaning. For example, panav is often
translated as both face and countenance in its two
applications in Numbers 6:25 & 26. That adds a depth of
expression to the prayer.

Hanukkah is actually the Feast of Dedication.
While it is often called the Festival of Lights, that’s not
the definition of the Hebrew.
Although modern day custom is to exchange gifts
at Hanukkah, that is not part of its original practice. In
all likely hood, it is a response to Christmas gift giving,
so the Jewish children wouldn’t be left out.
To be sure, the Feast of Dedication, while
considered a minor holiday, has great significance in
the Jewish religion. However, it has an even greater
significance in the spiritual truth of Jesus, the Jewish
Messiah. We’ll go into much more depth about the
Feast in next month’s newsletter.
This year Hanukkah begins at sundown Dec. 10
and continues till sundown on Dec. 18.
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